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              Lil Morgan

            

            Lil Morgan, aged 70 years. Bill and I have 3 adult sons and 7 active grandchildren. We are retired and live at a lovely beach resort, the home of Rocket Lab. I went down with GBS 12 years ago and was hospitalised for six months. Delighted to report that I have made a full recovery and even managed to get back on the golf course. I can cover Wairoa and Gisborne Hospitals. 
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               Margaret Shearer

            

            Margaret Shearer is married to Logan, a North Canterbury farmer. We have 4 grown up children and 12 grandkids! I have been a music teacher, private and at schools for 35 years and am now retired although I do teach several adults and a special needs young adult. My interest include gardening, walking, pilates, reading and playing piano.I had GFBS in 2012 and apart from minor residuals am now recovered. I am happy to visit patients in the Christchurch area who are not fully paralysed, to encourage and share experiences with. 
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               Sue Vesey

            

            Sue Vesey lives in Kaiapoi and will be happy to visit and support people in the in the Christchurch area. Sue has been married to Ross for 40 years and has 3 grown up daughters and 4 lovely little grandsons. Sue owns and runs her own business. GBS was contracted in October 2015 and she was hospitalised to Christchurch and then to Burwood for 3 months. Sue describes herself as 75% recovered with some ongoing nerve pain in the legs and feet and left side facial nerve damage but remains very positive and active and manages to work full time. In her spare time Sue loves to look after her grand kids and breeds Wheaten terriers.
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              David Powell

            

            Yvonne contracted GBS in 2014 both Yvonne and David are now retired and happy to visit patients in the wide area of Auckland, Tauranga, Waikato and Rotorua.
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              Yvonne Powell

            

            Yvonne contracted GBS in 2014 both Yvonne and David are now retired and happy to visit patients in the wide area of Auckland, Tauranga, Waikato and Rotorua.
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              Marilyn Turnwald

            

            Marilyn Turnwald lives in Hamilton and will visit patients in that area and Waikato Hospital.
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              Erika Burt

            

            Erika Burt got GBS in 2014 and took a year  to get back on her feet. A retired Pallative care nurse and will visit Hospital in Hawkes Bay and Wairoa.
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              Eileen Jacobsen

            

            Eileen Jacobsen contracted GBS in 2000 and has made a good recovery with only mild residuals. Eileen is happy to visit patients in the Auckland, North Shore and Waitakere areas.
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              Alison Barclay

            

            Alison lives in Gisborne and after years of ill health was diagnosed with CIDP in 2004 and receives ongoing treatment for her condition with 2 grown up children. Alison has just retired from her career as a music teacher. One of Alison’s interest is the impact of diet on autoimmune conditions.
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              Malcolm Scott

            

            Malcolm Scott is a Miller Fisher survivor having contracted then GBS variant in 2014 and will visit patients in the Palmerston North / Hawkes Bay area and Masterton.
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              Murray Brown

            

            Murray Brown lives in Nelson and is happy to make patient visit in the top of the south and the West Coast.
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              Chris Hewlett
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              Tony Pearson

            

            Trustee
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              Ansie Nortje

            

            I am married to Louis and have been his care and support person and am happy to visit people in the Wellington area.
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              Meike Schmidt-Meiburg
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              Beverley Whittaker
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              Peter Scott
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              Harry Cockburn

            

            I had GBS in 2018 and am happy to visit patients in Northland.
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              Lorraine Hunn

            

            Lorraine lives with husband Brad in South Auckland and will visit patients in Middlemore Hospital. Diagnosed with GBS in 2011 and with 7 months in ICU/HDU followed by 2 months in Rehab Lorraine is familiar with the traumas of GBS.
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              Terry-Ann Young
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              Larry Tasker

            

            Hi, I'm Larry Tasker. I contracted GBS in July 2018. I had three and a half months in hospital. I am now 90% recovered and living a normal life again. I want very much to talk to anyone in hospital in Whanganui and districts to encourage them and let them see that recovery is entirely possible with time and patience. GBS is frightening so it is important to speak with someone who has come through it.
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              Daniel Leadbeater
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              Ian Hankin

            

            I  live in Lyttelton and am happy to visit or get in touch with folk in the greater Christchurch/Banks Peninsula area.
I contracted GBS in the early 2000's and have made a complete recovery. I was a Dept of Conservation ranger at the time and still carry out that work today.
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              Tom Hoey

            

            I was admitted to Hospital mid December 2019 with pains and tingling sensations in my legs, pins and needles in both feet and hands and the progressive loss of mobility in both legs and was diagnosed with GBS shortly thereafter. With the aid of medical treatment and recovery therapy I have made a steady recovery and am happy to visit or speak to anyone who finds themselves in a similar situation and needs support either in Hospital or at home anywhere in the wider Auckland area and could if required extend this to Whangarei.
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              Dr Annette Forest 

            

            Dr Annette Forest is a Fellow of the College of Intensive Care Medicine and an intensive care specialist at the Waikato District Health Board. In this role she has managed the respiratory and other intensive care aspects of many GBS patients. She is also Medical Director of the Tairawhiti Health Flight Team and has worked for various aero-retrieval services in New Zealand and Australia.
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              Dr Vic du Plessis

            

            Dr Vic du Plessis Neurologist and Rehabilitation specialist. Part time consultant neurologist Dunedin.
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              Dr Dean Kilfoyle

            

            Dr Dean Kilfoyle is a Neurologist and Neurophysiologist at Auckland Hospital. He graduated from Auckland Medical School in 1995 and trained as a Neurologist at Auckland Hospital followed by fellowship training in peripheral nerve disease and neurophysiology at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester MN USA. He has been a consultant neurologist at Auckland Hospital since 2007 where he runs the peripheral nerve clinic overseeing the care of patients with CIDP and GBS as well as other forms of neuropathy. Dean is also somewhat reluctantly involved in hospital management and is the clinical director of the Department of Neurology at Auckland Hospital. He is married with two teenage children.
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              Dr Gareth Parry

            

            Dr Gareth Parry is an internationally renowned neurologist. He is an Emeritus Professor of Neurology at the University of Minnesota, Research Professor at Nelson- Marlborough Institute of Technology and Consultant Neurologist at Wellington Hospital. He is currently working as a Fulbright-Nehru Senior Scholar in India. He has a career long interest in neuromuscular diseases, particularly GBS and CIDP and has written two books on the subject, one for physicians and one for patients and caregivers. In 2009 he was awarded the NZ Order of Merit for services to Neurology.
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              Dr Chris Lynch

            

            Dr Chris Lynch is a Neurologist and Neurophysiologist based in Hamilton since 2003. A Doctorate research project in basic science of nerve injury lead to Fellowship training in Oxford UK, and Mayo Clinic for peripheral nerve and electromyography training. He established Neurophysiology services in Waikato Hospital, and currently serves public and private services across Tairawhiti, Taranaki, BOP, Waikato and Lakes districts.
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              Dr Suzie Mudge

            

            Dr Suzie Mudge is a physiotherapist with expertise in working with people with GBS and other neurological conditions. She spends most of her time working at Neuro Rehab Results, a rehabilitation clinic she runs in Auckland and works the rest of her time as a health researcher at AUT University. She teaches a number of clinical courses about rehabilitation and is also on the board of trustees for Mobility Dogs.
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              Dr David Gow

            

            Dr David Gow qualified from the Liverpool Medical School in 1994. He completed his neurology training in the North West of England before being appointed as Consultant at the Greater Manchester Neuroscience Centre in 2005. He developed a peripheral nerve unit serving a population of 4.5 million and subsequently became Clinical Head of Neurology. He was also active in medical education and held an Honorary Senior lecturer post at the University of Manchester. In April 2014 he moved to New Zealand with his family to take up a role with the Southern DHB. Whilst passionate about general neurology he maintains an ongoing research and clinical interest in peripheral neuropathy. He also has a strong interest in junior medical training and is a pre-vocational educational supervisor at SDHB. Outside of work he is a keen sports fan and is involved in senior soccer in the Dunedin area.

            

          

        

      

  

		 
        
          
            
            ×
            

            
              
              
                
                  

                

              
            
            
              Dr. Jennifer Taylor

            

            Jennifer is a Consultant Neurologist at Wellington Hospital. She completed her medical degree at the University of Auckland before Physician and Neurology training, predominantly in Wellington. She has an interest in Neuroimmunological diseases like GBS and CIDP, completing Neurology training at the John Radcliffe Hospital, Oxford UK, continuing on with a research fellowship with the Autoimmune Neurology Group at Oxford University. She returned to Wellington, taking a consultant position in 2017.
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              Kylie Kerr

            

            Kylie is an Occupational Therapist, and the Transitional Rehabilitation Co-ordinator at Burwood Spinal Unit in Christchurch. She has a diverse range of neurological experience in acute, inpatient and community rehabilitation settings in New Zealand and Australia.
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              Kat Quick

            

            Kat is a physiotherapist with over 16 years of experience in rehabilitation in both acute and community settings.  She has a special interest in working with people with neurological conditions and following trauma, including traumatic brain injury.  In addition to working as a physiotherapist, Kat also works for the University of Otago as a Clinical Fellow and as a Clinical Lead on the Trauma Rehabilitation Project  with the Health Quality and Safety Commission.
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              Karen Clark

            

            Karen has over 12 years of experience working with people living with long term neurological conditions. Karen is based at Waikato Hospital in the neurology outpatients department. She works with both inpatients and outpatients providing a comprehensive service.
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              Te Whatarangi Dixon

            

            Ko Putauaki te māunga, 

Ko Rangitaiki te awa, 

Ko Mataatua te waka, 

Ko Ngāti Awa tōku iwi, 

Ko Te Pahipoto tōku hapū, 

Ko Wayne Haeata tōku matua, 

Ko Kay Mereana tōku whaea, 

Ko Blair Te Whatarangi Dixon ahau. 









I have come from very humble beginnings. I am a product of my whānau (family) and I would not be the man I am today without the unconditional love and support they have consistently given me. Everything that I am and everything that I strive to be is a reflection of not only myself but my whānau. I represent them and I hope to make them just as proud as I am of them. I was diagnosed with Guillain-Barre Syndrome (GBS) in 2014 and again in 2019 (yes, TWICE). Always the optimist, my recoveries led me on a journey of self-discovery where I am now proud to call myself a physiotherapist. My journey has been challenging yet unique, and I wish to share my story with the world in the hope others feel inspired to shine their own light.


            

          

        

      

  	 
	





































